Welcome to the very first edition of our Newsletter. The idea of
the Newsletter is to spread Information, Education and Facilitation
among Farm Foresters along the Mid North Coast.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

E A Message from the Chairperson ;

Welcome to this first edition of the Mid North Coast Farm Foresters' Newsletter.

At the outset it is important that it is understood that the Mid North Coast Farm Forest-
ers is an organisation with the interests of small landowners in mind. Our concerns
will not be related to contractor-scale logging operations but to assist the viability of
farms made uneconomic by the trends to BIG everything and a global scale. lItis a
new approach to the timber industry in this region..

In an accompanying column you will read the committee's Vision . Of necessity it is
broad in scope and lacking in detail. The committee has created this vision as a set of
guiding principles around which to operate. In down to earth terms it means we will
work towards an objective of establishing new plantations of trees for a future timber
products industry. Because of the long term nature of that objective an equally impor-
tant part of the task is to improve the quality of existing standing timber on farms by
proper management techniques and the extraction - now - of suitable trees for process-
ing in the immediate future. The extraction and processing of timber in these early
years will create an income stream for farm foresters so as to offset establishment and
management costs of the new plantations.

One of the most important tasks of the committee's work is the creation of training op-
portunities to ensure farm foresters and service suppliers have the skills to create bet-
ter forests and better timber. Details of some training courses appear elsewhere in this
Newsletter.

As our organisation grows we will develop more skills and techniques to further im-
prove the quality of Mid North Coast timber products - a skills base building over time
to be in place when the new plantations mature.

In short we are working on short term strategies to achieve long term objectives.
Small economic returns today to create a major industry tomorrow.

We would welcome your participation
Tony Jacques, Chairperson, Mid North Coast Farm Foresters Inc.

18/02/2003
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Master Tree Growers observing Eucalypt and Rainforest Plantation at
Tewinga
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Master Tree Growers on a field day inspecting timber and milling operations
at Kempsey

Master Tree Growers, observing a Eucalypt and Rainforest Plantation at
Tewinga
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Talking Trees.

What is “Silviculture”???

Silviculture has been described as the art and science of managing trees. It comes from

the Latin “Silvan”, of the woods or trees, and “culture” to manage or tend. Silviculture

allows forest managers, whether they are native forest or plantations, options in the
® management of their trees. By varying the silvicultural system, you are able to influence 4
@ the way individual trees grow to meet your management needs, whether they are fence @
{2 posts, high quality sawlogs, veneer logs or conservation.

One silvicultural management regime is Thinning. There are many forms of thinning,
each one with the underlying goal of concentrating the growth of a forest site onto the
selected, higher quality trees capable of reaching your end product. Commonly, thinning

® is used in association with other silvicultural regimes to achieve a balanced outcome of ®

ing some trees, those remaining trees are able to benefit from the increases in growing

@ space, light, available water and nutrients. The end result of which is better, higher @

@ Each site within a forest has a maximum volume of trees that it can support. The drier, @
@ poorer sites will have a lower volume than the wetter, better quality sites. Therefore, @
your maximum volume of trees can be contained in a larger number of smaller trees, or a @
lower number of larger, more valuable trees. It is a concept very similar to carrying ca-
pacity of stock on farms.
The most important factors to consider when deciding on thinning are
1. Is my forest or plantation suited to thinning at the moment?
2. Will my trees be able to grow on and increase in value?
3. What sort of product do 1 want to grow in my forest?

@ Being able to recognise areas of forest suitable for thinning and capable of growing into
selected products, is vital in a successful silvicultural thinning operation. For more infor-
mation on thinning or other forest management issues, contact Tony Brown at the De-
partment of Land and Water Conservation in Kempsey on 6562 0704.
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::j COMING EVENTS AND COURSES ::j
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»:1 *Mark Sandstrom Memorial Field Day - Contact Chris Scott for Details »:1
:0: *Aboriginal Master Tree Growers Course - Contact Tim Ryan for Details :::
:.: *Seed Collection Field Day :.:
;:q*PIant Identification Field Day ;:q
:0: *T.A.F.E. Bushland Regeneration Course - Contact T.A.F.E. for Details :0:
:::*A.C.E. Bushland Regeneration Course- Contact Chris Scott for Details :::
¥ *Portable Saw Mill Operators Training Course }tq
:0: *Log and Timber Graders Ticket Training Course :0:
S %
- . . )
:’: The next edition of Mid North Coast Farm Foresters Inc. Newsletter will .::
', be published in June. Newsletter articles in the next edition will include 8!
>:< The Future of Hardwood Timber, Lucas Mill, Useful Links, Library Re- >:<
:’: sources, Photos and more.......... :0:
¥ K
'e! Readers are encouraged to express their views and if you would like any in- g
:0: formation printed for this Newsletter or if you would like any further in- :0:
:0: formation from our Newsletter, please contact the Secretary by phone, :0:
>:< fax, mail or email (See Committee Member’s Page) >:<
b bl
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