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Farm Forestry on the Dorrigo Plateau since 1995  

10TH June 2008, Mountain Top, Dorrigo 

Hosted by Mountain Top Landcare Group. Organised by Bellinger 
Landcare Inc,  Dorrigo Integrated Project, and supported by Mid North 
Coast Farm Foresters 

 

Time Topic 
9.30 Eucalypts performance 

Benfits of trees on farms 

11.00 Morning Tea 
Harvesting regulations 
Carbon credits 

12.00 Acacia trial plantation 

Report 
Approximately 15 people attended the morning. A site walk at the Harrington’s property at 157 

Maynards Plains Road, Dorrigo looked at the benefits from about 11 ha of native foret plantings 

along creek lines, dams and seeps, including Hoop Pine, Blue Gum, E. Dunii, and stringybark. 

Trees were planted from about 1996 and have not been pruned or thinned. Key benefits for the 

farm are: improved ease of working the farm for beef production, shelter from winds and frost, 

aesthetic value and biodiversity. Paddock shade trees were most successful where planted in small 

groups. 

Participants then travelled to Rod and Ruth Holmes property at Mountain Top Road. John Bull 

provided an overview of DPI’s role in new and existing plantations, and Dawn Thornton provided a 

short summary of legislation (see below). Pia Dollman outlined Landcare’s CarbonSmart 

programme. 

A tour of the Holmes’ farm forestry blocks followed, including an Acacia provenance trial which 

indicated trees obtained from Tasmanian and Victorian provenance outperformed local provenance 

blackwoods. Excellent growth had been achieved by coastal blackbutt and blue gum, whilst the 

blackwoods appear to be overshadowed. An area of eucalypt and hoop pine planting, also indicated 

the Queensland pine provenance performing better than the Mountain Top provenance. Three ha of 

the property have been planted with blackbutt and turpentine with interrows of mixed eucalypts with 

a specific commercial timber purpose in mind. Again excellent growth rates have been achieved by 



   

blackbutt particularly. There was discussion about the need to thin and prune the stand, to remove 

defective trees and promote the growth of others. 
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An overview of legislation relating to farm forestry in New South Wales 
Numerous acts and regulations are potentially relevant to farm forestry activities, such as: 

�  Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

�  Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (e.g. harming or picking native animals or plants 

through thinning/harvesting) 

�  Rural Fires Act 1997 (e.g. hazard reduction burning, prescribed burning) 

�  Protection of the Environment (Operations) Act 1997 (e.g. water pollution arising through 

logging activities) 

�  Plus legislation relating to occupational health and safety 

However there are two key regulatory controls which are critical to understand and consider when 

you are undertaking farm forestry – one for plantations (of native or exotic species) and one for 

native forests. 

1. Plantations and Reafforestation Act 1999 & Plantations and 
Reafforestation (Code) Regulation 2001 

�  Consent framework for plantation development for timber production and/or environmental 

benefit. If planting more than 30 ha, authorisation must be obtained (whether intending to 

harvest or not). 

�  Provides a guaranteed right to harvest a plantation authorised under the Act. 

�  Where unique or special wildlife values are identified compensation is available if harvesting 

operations delayed, restricted or precluded. 

�  Small farm forestry plantations of less than 30 hectares do not require authorisation 

HOWEVER no guaranteed right to harvest. (This is exempt farm forestry). 

�  Code specifies: level of permissible clearing; requirement for plantation and operations 

plans; establishment, management, harvesting operations and roading; requirements for 

protection of soil, water, biodiversity, cultural heritage; retention of native vegetation. 

�  Application process through Department of Primary Industries. 

More information: Department of Primary Industries – Coffs Harbour - John Bull (6650 3126) or the 

website http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/resources/private-forestry  

2. Native Vegetation Act 2003 & Code of Practice for Private Native 
Forestry  

�  Under the Act, thinning and logging are “clearing”. 

�  Timber harvesting requires a Private Native Forestry Property Vegetation Plan (PNF PVP). 

�  PNF PVP's are registered on title and are up to a maximum of 15 years. 

�  PNF PVPs are made between the landholder and the Department of Environment and 

Climate Change. 



   

�  Forests under a PNF PVP must be managed in accordance with the “Code of Practice for 

Private Native Forestry”.  

�  There is a specific code for “North Coast and Tableland Forests”. 

�  Code specifies silvicultural practices (Australian Group Selection and single tree selection); 

basal area retention, regeneration requirements and annual reporting. 

�  Code specifies exclusion and buffer zones for watercourses (5m exclusion and 10, 20, 30, 

40 m buffers). 

�  Code prescribes exclusion and buffer zones for particular species (e.g. Phascogale, 

Hastings River Mouse) 

�  Code specifies biodiversity management such as retention of habitat trees (e.g. 10/ha); 

retention of feed, roost, nest trees; retention of seed trees. 

�  Only exclusions are activities covered by Routine Agricultural Management Activities 

(RAMAs) such as: fence line clearing, noxious weed management, and timber for on farm 

use. 

�  Application process through Department of Environment and Climate Change. 

More information: Department of Environment and Climate Change on 131 555 or on the web  

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pnf/index.htm  
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