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Stage 3.A processor purchases the timber and dries and dresses it into dimensions 
preferred by the furniture industry. These are generally 5cm or 7.6cm thick by 15.2cm 
wide and up to 4 metres long.  Dressing for cupping, splitting and defect are best 
carried out after drying to reduce waste and improve recovery. The processing time to 
finished timber may vary from three months to one year to allow for seasoning and will 
depend on species and timber dimension. 
 
Stage 4. Once finished, dried and dressed the timber is sold to the furniture 
manufacturer. Portable mill material could serve to supply the mill or processor who 
may be interested in a supply of timber that has been rough cut.  
 

 
Prices 
(Unprocessed 
Timber) 

 
Timber growers may receive $100 m3 and upwards for their trees depending on 
species, quality, locality and demand, distance from the mill and access to the site.  
The cost of logging and distance to haul will affect the price a mill or logging contractor 
is willing to pay the landowner. 
 

 
Prices 
(Processed 
Timber) 
  

 
In the 2002/03 market; 

• The mill may receive $500 to $800 m3 from the processor 
• The processor can expect to receive an average of $2,000 m3 for finished 

timber from the furniture manufacturer. 
 

 
Finished 
product 

 
The wholesale furniture price varies with the item and quality but might range, for 
example, from $3,500 for a dining suite to $700 for an outdoor table with chairs. 
 

 
Market 
Outlook 

 
The Region’s Hardwood Furniture Industry is at the beginning of a targeted industry 
development phase designed to boost sales and position regional furniture 
manufacturers as key national and international players. The recent launch of the 
Native Hardwood Furniture Manufacturers Co-operative Limited, featuring a range of 
contemporary fine furniture is an important part of the growth strategy. Internationally 
recognised designers based at the Australian Native Hardwoods Furniture Design 
Centre in Coffs Harbour are in the process of linking with the co-operative to design 
new ranges of contemporary fine furniture. 
 
These approaches could have a dramatic effect on the demand for furniture timber. A 
one percent increase in furniture sales, to the national market can treble timber input 
needs.  In turn, efficient and established supply chains, which are in tune to client 
needs, are also an important factor in market growth. To this end the manufacturing 
co-operative is to be complemented with a group of processors and mills to support the 
expansion of furniture manufacturing on the Mid North Coast.   
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For further information on this fact sheet please contact either; 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Karl Bishop 
   Industry Development Officer 
   Native Hardwood Furniture        
   Industry Development Project 
   13 Bowra Street 
   Nambucca Heads NSW 2448 
   Phone 0428 658 172 
   Karl.Bishop@tsn.cc  

Lyndell Stone 
Executive Officer 
Emerging Industries Program 
Suite 1 133 – 137 Gordon St 
Po Box 2537 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Phone (02) 6583 5647 
fip@betterbusiness.nsw.gov.au 
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